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_______________________________SLIDE ONE __________________________

Good afternoon, thank you for coming. I’m very excited to have this time to introduce you to a new campaign of the NW Energy Coalition.

Even though many of you might be familiar with us, let me just take a couple of moments to let you know a little about the NW Energy Coalition.

_______________________________SLIDE TWO __________________________

We are a coalition of more than 100 civic, consumer and environmental organizations, businesses and utilities who believe in clean and affordable energy.  For more than 22 years, the Coalition has worked at both the regional and state levels for policies that promote clean and affordable energy. Our main office is in Seattle, with Steve Weiss based in Oregon.

Energy Matters is our campaign to tell people about clean and affordable energy and how it can meet all the new power needs in the Northwest.  We’d like to frame today’s discussion with 4 questions. 

_______________________________SLIDE THREE __________________________

(READ THROUGH THEM AS THEY APPEAR)
The first two you might be familiar with… the third about how much we have may hold some surprises for you and the fourth is where you come in and can help make a significant change in how we use our resources.

Let’s start with the first one: What is clean energy?

1) Clean Energy: When we talk about clean energy, we are talking about new renewable energy and energy efficiency.

2) Renewables: Energy created from renewable sources, such as solar, wind and biomass. Hydropower also comes from a renewable resource, but we can't count on it to supply more power than it does already.
3) Energy Efficiency: Technology and techniques that save energy in homes, businesses and industries: things like compact fluorescent light bulbs, (energy-efficient appliances, weather stripping windows and doors, combined heating and cooling. We used to call this "conservation," but people think conservation means "doing without" --  less heat, less light, and so forth. In fact,  energy efficiency gives you MORE -- it's an additional resource that lets us have the light and heat we need and to run our appliances and electronic devices while using and paying for LESS electricity..

_______________________________SLIDE FOUR __________________________
Who benefits with clean and affordable energy?
1) New jobs

2) New income for farmers and ranchers

3) Revitalization of local economies

4) Improved human and environmental health

The Energy Matter campaign uses 5 groups to help illustrate these benefits:

_______________________________SLIDE FIVE __________________________
INVITE AUDIENCE TO USE INSERTS HERE FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION. ALSO, YOU CAN ARRANGE THE ORDER TO FIT AUDIENCE MORE APPROPRIATELY.  THERE ARE LOTS OF DETAILS HERE… USE ONLY A COUPLE TO HELP DEMONSTRATE EACH GROUP – ALL ARE NOT NECESSARY AND WILL TAKE TOO MUCH TIME. THERE ALSO MAY BE MORE STATE-SPECIFIC EXAMPLES YOU CAN USE. 

A. Health of our children and the environment – this is the easy one

a. We can preserve and protect our environment

b. Because We don’t have to pollute. Just one medium-sized natural gas-fired power plant dumps 2.4 million tons of global-warming pollution into the air each year. 

c. Clean Energy will enhance salmon recovery. Reducing our over-reliance on hydropower leaves more water in the river for fish.

i. Cutting global-warming pollution helps maintain snow pack and river flows for ALL uses.

d. We can change the way we power our lives. We have more than enough easily achievable clean-energy potential to meet the anticipated increase in demand many times over.

B. Businesses, industries and working families

a. Clean energy brings investment and jobs

i. EE, already a Billion-dollar industry in the region, could triple in size by 2020
b. Clean energy saves money for businesses. 

i. Collectively, Northwest businesses are saving millions of dollars a day from efficiency measures already in place.

c. Clean energy will sustain businesses, create family-wage jobs and build communities

i. Example: The Stateline Wind Energy Center in Washington and Oregon employed 350 people during first-phase construction and now has about 150 permanent employees earning family wages. It generates tax revenues of more than three-quarters of a million dollars in Walla Walla County alone.
ii. Other element is the advantage of stable rates that renewable energy affords. The consequence of the instability of fossil-fuel generated rates was never more painful as the 2000-02 energy crisis. It hit Montana industry particularly hard, resulting in thousands of workers out of work because  unaffordable power forced industries to close down.
C. Northwest Farmers, ranchers and rural communities

a. It’s a renewable harvest. Rural landowners hosting wind projects earn $2,000 to $4,000 per turbine per year, and still raise crops and graze cattle beneath the turbines.  

i. Montana’s biomass could generate enough electricity to power Seattle. Idaho, Oregon and Washington have more!

b. Efficiency saves millions -- a financial boon to irrigators and others involved in power-intensive agricultural operations. The cheapest energy will always be the energy you don’t have to produce

c. Because clean and affordable energy offers new possibilities in rural economies, it saves family farms and build rural communities. And, of course, any replacement of new or existing fossil fuel plants (that tend to be placed in rural areas) protect children’s health

D. Northwest Utilities and decision makers – why is it important to them?

a. Affordability and reliability are essential to economic recovery in the Northwest.

i. Rising power prices have weakened economies across the Northwest

ii. Diversifying and developing energy resources will stabilize prices & create thousands of jobs

b. Clean energy lowers electricity costs. 

i. Energy efficiency, for example, costs about half of the new natural gas-generated power it replaces. 

c. Revitalizes our economy. Compared to a natural gas plant, efficiency creates 10 times as many local jobs and a comparable wind project creates four times as many jobs.

d. Clean energy is reliable

i. Energy saved through efficiency is immune to plant outages and transmission losses

e. Clean energy is popular. 

i. In poll after poll, Americans – rural and urban, Republicans, Democrats and independents – embrace renewable energy and energy efficiency. 

ii. A recent scientific poll in Washington showed at least 93 percent of Washington voters support renewable power and energy efficiency. 

_______________________________SLIDE SIX __________________________

E. Low-income families and all consumers (WE’VE SEPARATED THIS SLIDE TO HELP DEMONSTRATE THE AFFORDABILITY ISSUE)
a. Northwest needs affordable power 

b. Reduced demand = lower bills

i. Energy efficiency savings cost half as much as adding new power from a natural gas plant

ii. Utility investments in home weatherization and installation of EE lighting and appliances lower bills immediately

c. Renewable resources = reduced costs

i. Our near-total dependence on hydroelectric dams and natural gas plants leaves us open to price spikes and droughts. We know that this kind of instability puts more stress on low-income households

d. Low-income energy services = money savings

i. A recent audit by the Oregon Energy Assistance Program documented that every dollar spent helping people pay their bills returned $1.40 to the utility, thanks to lower collection and shutoff/reconnection costs and far fewer write-offs of debt.

_______________________________SLIDE SEVEN __________________________

Can clean energy really meet 

all our new power needs? How do we know that?
In 2002, the NW Energy Coalition commissioned an extensive study on regional clean energy potential. That study provided some telling numbers:

_______________________________SLIDE EIGHT __________________________

CLICK TO REVEAL THE POTENTIAL COLUMN

It identified more than 16,000 aMW of cost-competitive clean energy potential in our region. The NW Power and Conservation Planning Council estimate the future need to be 5300 aMW of electricity by 2020. That means clean energy can meet increased power needs by more than three times at or below the cost of generating power from new natural gas plants.  And plenty to replace existing power plants. (If appropriate, you can add that we can also meet the added load if the 4 lower Snake River dams = 1100 aMW) 

**There’s summary of some of its findings in the green brochure also in your folder. 

_______________________________SLIDE NINE __________________________

If there’s no reason we can’t meet our new load with clean energy, 

 HOW do we make it happen?

We took these findings and built a plan, the Citizens Energy Plan. CLICK TO MAKE ARROWS GO The CEP shows how those shaping energy policy – from BPA and local utilities to Congress, state legislators and you – can deliver the Northwest's enormous potential of efficiency and new renewable energy.

This plan outlines the region-wide and state-specific opportunities to move us toward a clean and affordable energy future. The CEP is available in its entirety on our Web site and you have a copy in your folders. 

State Modules here:

_________________________SLIDE TEN, ELEVEN, TWELVE _____________________
THIS IS THE STATE POWER MIX. COMMENT ON THE PRIORITIES BREIFLY. 

On the state level, the Citizens Energy Plan identifies important clean and affordable energy opportunities, goals and strategies. Again, we used the information from the Clean Energy Potential study and also worked very closely with the state caucuses of our Coalition to develop these opportunities. Again, the plan goes into more detail on these opportunities.

MONTANA: Despite that Montana could use wind power to meet all of its electricity needs, most Montana power comes from coal. It also lags behind other states in developing clean energy resources. In addition, Montana is a next exporter of electricity, sending approximately 1/2 of its electricity generation out of state.

However, the most positive element of Montana’s energy planning has been the universal system benefits charge, which raises more than $13 million a year for energy efficiency, renewables and low-income energy services. These investments are crucial to developing clean energy and jobs in Montana.

In Montana, the CEP identifies the following opportunities:

1. Improve resource procurement process and default supply planning. Make certain that North Western Energy’s resource processes forward the goal of a clean and affordable energy future BEYOND current minimums. 
2. Stop new coal plant development. Educate Montanans that coal is dirty and clean coal is half-baked idea. EE and renewable energy resources as more cost-effective and environmentally responsible alternatives to new coal plants.

3. In addition, the Citizens Energy Plan calls for the maintenance and enhancement of the Universal Systems Benefit Program.

4. It also calls for a Renewable Portfolio Standard that would require providers to include 20% renewable energy in their supply mixes by 2023

5. Improve efficiency in buildings and equipment. This includes, among other things, the expansion and promotion of existing tax credit to encourage investments in technologies and practices that go beyond codes and standards

6.  It also looks at incentives for renewable generation through three actions: 1) the promotion of new and established incentives and policies, 2) the expansion of net metering and 3) increasing the marketing of green power products offered to retail customers.
Finally, we want to ensure that low-income energy services are revised to incorporate current state-of-the-art practices and comprehensive delivery approaches as well as establishing a statewide requirement for utilities to offer some form of energy bill assistance to eligible customers.

The CEP has the status on these goals and recommendations for furthering those efforts.

_______________________________SLIDE THIRTEEN __________________________

Regional energy policy:
Now is a critical time for regional energy policy.  This summer, two major decisions are being processed:

1) The Northwest Power and Conservation Council's Fifth Power Plan. The Fifth Plan will forecast regional energy needs over the next 20 years,  estimate the relative costs of various alternatives for meeting those demands, and make recommendations on which resources should be used.

_______________________________SLIDE FOURTEEN __________________________
2) BPA's "Regional Dialogue.” This negotiation among BPA, its customers and stakeholders will, with other things, determine whether BPA continues to develop new energy resources for the region or leaves it to the discretion of individual utilities. Our concern is, of course, who is going to develop renewable energy resources.

While these policy issues may seem obscure, the decisions reached in those venues will have real and visible effects in this state and throughout the region for years to come. Strong support for clean energy is needed to stimulate investment in job-creating, income-enhancing, consumer-protecting and pollution-preventing alternatives to fossil fuel plants.
Drafts of both the Fifth Power and Conservation Plan and the BPA future role document will be opened for public comment and public hearings around the region – we’re expecting dates in June. We're here to solicit your help in directing decision makers toward the clean energy alternative. 

_______________________________SLIDE FIFTEEN __________________________
What can you do??
Your participation in Energy Matters is essential. We must exert significant political pressure on BPA, utilities, the Northwest Power and Conservation Council and other decision makers to set the region on the clean energy path.

You can start by signing the Energy Matters Resolution. By putting your name and the name of your group on the resolution, you tell Northwest decision makers that you favor the clean-energy answer to regional power needs.

You can also:

Attend public hearings

Write letters

Become a member of the Coalition

Spread the word

_______________________________SLIDE SIXTEEN __________________________

Toolkit / Action Alert:
The Energy Matters campaign has prepared a TOOLKIT to help you and your organization spread the word about clean energy. The NW Energy Coalition can help, but you're going to have to make it happen here and join with people like you to make it happen regionally.

The toolkit includes: 

1) The Energy Matters Resolution (the blue sheet)

· By putting your name and the name of your group on the resolution, you tell Northwest decision makers that you favor the clean-energy answer to regional power needs. Your contact information will allow us to keep you up-to-date on clean-energy issues, developments and advocacy opportunities in this area and throughout the Northwest.

2) Brochure

· Has more examples for some of the points I discussed earlier about who benefits from clean and affordable energy

3) Web site

· Latest information on issues

· Updates on hearings 

· Guides on what to write and tell your decision-makers

· Contact information

· Background on the issues

4) This and other PowerPoint presentations

· You can take and use in whole or in part to people you can reach with this message

5) Contact Directory (decision makers in the region)

6) The NW Energy Coalition staff and your state caucus

_______________________________SLIDE SEVENTEEN __________________________
We need you to get involved. Please stay tuned for information about the hearings when they release the information.

By joining our voices together, we can make change. 

Thank you for your attention and your commitment to a clean and affordable energy.

