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CLEAN ENERGY OPTIONS BREAKING THROUGH COST

BARRIERS

New study shows conservation and renewable resources primed to meet

Northwest’s growing power needs

Seattle, Washington — A study released today by the Tellus Institute shows the
Northwest can meet all of its growing need for electricity by increasing energy
efficiency and investing in new sources of renewable power generation. Thanks to
recent innovations, clean energy technologies are primed to compete with natural gas-
fired power plants, the economic benchmark for new power generation.

“Clean energy is not afeel-good fantasy, it'sareal solution to the challenges we face in
the Northwest,” said Sara Patton, executive director of the NW Energy Coalition. “Far
from suffering an energy crunch, we can enjoy an abundance of clean, affordable

energy.”

U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell from Washington sees economic opportunity for the
region. “Studies like this contribute to the debate about ways in which the Northwest is
uniquely poised to succeed when it comes to energy efficiency and renewables,” said

Senator Cantwell.

The study shows we can meet all of the Northwest’s new power demand with cost
competitive clean energy and even retire some existing power plants. The region will
need about 5,300 average megawatts (aMW) of additional generation by 2020, enough

juice to power nearly five cities the size of Sesttle.

— more —
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The Tellus report shows we can slash that demand by 3,100 aMW through cost-effective conservation and
generate 9,000 aMW with new wind, biomass and geothermal resources at prices comparable to what we
would pay for new gas-fired generation. “Most of the resource potentials are based on technologies readily
available in today’s market, and others that can be commercialized within a decade,” said Michael
Lazarus, primary author of the study.

The Northwest Power Planning Council welcomes thistimely, new analysis. “It’s premature for usto
comment on the overall conclusions of the Tellus report. However, we hope the Tellus study has
uncovered new energy efficiency technologies and practices, new applications of existing technology, and
up-to-date information on costs,” said Dick Watson, power planning director for the Council.

Under business-as-usual energy development most of the region’s growing power demand would be met
with gas-fired power plants. Tellus suggests a much different approach. Investing in energy efficiency and
diversifying the Northwest energy mix with alternative sources offers clear environmental advantages, but
will also act to stabilize energy prices and make our power supply more secure. Much like adiverse
financial portfolio guards against the ups and downs of Wall Street, energy diversity mutes swingsin the
price and supply of any single resource.

Tellusidentifies 14,431 aMW of potential energy available through conservation and renewabl e resources.
Pulling out the most cost-effective conservation measures and competitively priced renewables yields just
over 12,000 aMW, most of which costs 4.1 cents per kilowatthour or less. The cost of new gas-fired
generation ranges between 3.5 cents and 4.0 cents per kilowatthour.

Clean Electricity Options for the Pacific Northwest was written by Michael Lazarus, David von Hippel
and Stephen Bernow of the Tellus Institute. The study was paid for by The Energy Foundation.

The NW Energy Coalition isaregional alliance of more than 95 diverse community organizations and
utilities from Montana, |daho, Washington and Oregon. Based in Seattle, the Coalition advocates
investments in energy conservation, new renewable resources, low income energy services and salmon
restoration.



